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 For further information on the South Leicester Birdwatchers,  
please contact Graham Turner on  01455 282854   

e-mail graham.turner@btinternet.com  
www.southleicesterbirdwatchers.uk 

Indoor Meetings & Events 

Our forthcoming programme of indoor meetings, with guest speakers is: 

 
14th September  10th Anniversary Celebration  & Members Evening  
 
12th October AGM & Annual Photographic Competition   
 
9th November  Ian Rotherham   Birdlife, Cliffs, & Wild Seas – Yorks Coast  
 

14th December  Andy Smith  Bird ringing and its role in conservation  

Meetings start at 7.30pm (doors open from 7pm) finishing at approx. 9.30pm. 

Please attend early if you wish to book trips, speak to the Committee or order 

seed. 
The next edition of the Newsletter will be issued 
in Nov 2016. If you have a story for inclusion 
please send copy and photos to Marion at  
graham.turner@btinternet.com 

by Gaham Turner 

Rutland Water (Bird Race) – 14th May 2016 (GT) 

Our annual bird race format was changed this year to a day event at Rutland 
Water. After drawing names out of a hat (well envelope) in the car park the 
teams of 3 set out for a day’s birding and Rutland Water didn’t disappoint! 
Summer visitors were plentiful with Warblers singing well but proving more 
difficult to see, Hirundines seemingly everywhere and lots of Swifts were 
screeching overhead. The Osprey had hatched young that very morning and 
there was the bonus of at least 6 Black Tern around the reserve and also a 
Nightingale was singing well although not showing. When the “tick lists” were 
returned and verified the result was close. Two points separated the winning 

team from the others and congratulations go to 
Linda Hardcastle, Barbara Oldham and Brian Pepall 
the first winners of the SLB Bird Race trophy – a 
beautiful carved wooden Swift courtesy of Roger 
Keightley. Total different species on the day was 80 
– and all participants agreed it had been a very  
enjoyable day.  

Photo by Jane Hibbert of the winning team (L-R Linda  
Hardcastle, Barbara Oldham and Brian Pepall)  

Trip Reports  

Bempton Cliffs RSPB - 12th June 2016 (RK) 

It rained on the way up - it rained on the way back, but whilst we bird-watched 
the conditions were perfect. 
The feeders gave us views of Tree Sparrows, Goldfinches, Greenfinches and  
Chaffinches, not a Tit to be found anywhere - how unusual. The cliffs were 
stacked high with Razorbills, Guillemots (1% of which had the eye stripes of 
the Bridled variant), Kittiwakes and Gannets. Occasionally we could see a 
fluffy chick tucked under the adult. According to an RSPB member, there 
were about 1000 Puffins, not sure where the other 990 were as we struggled 
to see no more than a dozen all day. But, every glimpse of one made the day 
very special.  
The icing for most was the Peregrine Falcon perched amongst all the cliff  
nesters. The constant wielding of sea birds from the cliffs and the precarious 
perching positions of thousands of these birds are a marvellous sight.  
Total for the day was 37.   

Puffin by Roger Keightley Hope you are all enjoying summer (!) Too much to tell  
you about for any of my usual waffle as space is tight.  
Our September indoor meeting will celebrate our 10th  
year as a club and will consist of a buffet and short  
presentations by some members. As well as time to pay  
for membership, trips etc. Hope to see you all there. 
Remember October is the AGM & Annual Photographic 
Competition, so start sending your entries to Graham  
(email below). Same format as before - prizes for both  
categories “Birds” and “British Wildlife, Fauna & Flora”.  
Maximum of two entries per person per category.  
Finally, there is a change in topic for the November talk to be given by Ian 
Rotherham, see listing below. Happy Birding and I look forward to seeing you 
all again in September.  Phew managed it all!           
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Field Trips 2016 

 Sep 17th   RSPB Frampton Marsh PE20 1AY  
These saltmarshes and freshwater pools by the Wash rarely disappoint us. There should 
be good numbers of passage waders, ducks and geese. 
Facilities: Toilets. RSPB cards required. Cost £2.50  
 
Oct 15th  Home Farm Laxton NN17 3AU & Fineshades Wood 
A guided walk around an avian-friendly farm in the morning. 94 species of birds have 
been recorded here to date. We will head off to nearby Fineshades Wood in the  
afternoon and hopefully see some of the Red Kites that roost overnight at the farm. 
Facilities: Toilets. Cost £5.00 
 
Nov 19th   ** Pitsford Reservoir NN6 9SJ 
On the northern side of the causeway there are 7 hides dotted around the wooded shal-
low end of the reservoir. There should be large numbers of waterfowl and divers, waders 
No facilities. Cost £5.00 
 
Dec 17th  Watermead Park & Cossington Meadows LE7 1AD  
The development of the Soar Valley continues to grow and improve nature conservation. 
Our avian population benefits from the changes and as a consequence we should be 
able to see more species of birds with Short-eared Owl a strong possibility.  
Facilities. Toilets. Cost £2.50   
 
** Date may be subject to change dependant upon the RSPB Xmas Fair date (when 

we know which date they have decided on). Refunds will be given to those who 
have booked prior to date change, if unavailable for revised date.    

 
All booking forms and payments to be returned to Sue Walton please. 

Sue Walton, 6 Peers Way, Huncote, Leicester LE9 3BT  

Weekend Trip Report  

Suffolk Weekend 20th – 22nd May 2016 (GT) 
 
Day 1 - Lackford Lakes WT & Wolves Wood RSPB 
 
First stop for the 21 SLB members on the annual weekend away was Lackford Lakes in 
Suffolk. This is a former gravel works with lakes reed beds and woodland run by the 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust and with 8 hides overlooking the various pools. As we explored 
the 2 mile trail we were treated to a singing Nightingale on one side of the track and a 
Treecreeper busy back and forth to its nest with food for its young on the other. There 
were at least 2 Hobbies, 2 Red Kite with Marsh Harrier and Sparrowhawk also seen. 
Swifts were abundant and Warblers serenaded from every angle. We also heard a  
distant Cuckoo, had good views of a Spotted Flycatcher near the visitors centre and a 
lucky few saw a Kingfisher. Soon after lunch we took a short drive to Wolves Wood 
RSPB - an ancient woodland with a circular path through the middle. We had another 
singing Nightingale but weren't able to see it in the dense vegetation. We added  
Buzzard, Song and Mistle Thrush to the list and finished the day with 72 species. 
 
Day 2 - Landguard Point NR & North Warren RSPB 
 
Our day started with a visit to Languard Point Nature Reserve at the southern most tip 
of Suffolk near to Felixstowe. It was a mild day with a southerly breeze and as we  
explored the area we soon found a Wheatear as well as good numbers of Linnet and a 
Ringed Plover. Further round the reserve we saw a pair of Ringed Plover with at least 3 
chicks - looking like balls of fluff being blown about by the wind and as we worked our 
way back toward the coach we found a Turtle Dove which most of the group got on  
before it flew off behind the bird observatory. After lunch we explored North Warren 
RSPB near Aldeburgh, an area of reed beds and heathland. As we watched over an 
extensive area of reed bed we were treated to the fantastic sight of at least 7 Hobbies 
hunting dragonflies and insects - this was the minimum number we saw but there were 
probably more. They were swooping about catching food as well as perching in the 
trees between bouts of hunting. To complement this sight there was a pair of Marsh 
Harriers giving excellent views and a Bittern was also heard booming. On and around 
the heathland were a couple of singing Nightingales and a family of Stonechat. Total 59 
species on the day and our running total was now 84. 
 
Day 3 – Minsmere RSPB  
 
An all day visit to this site rarely disappoints and today was no exception. The report of 
regular otter sightings sent a number of the group off in the direction of Mere Hide and 
on the way a stop at Bittern Hide was well rewarded. It lived up to its name and a  
Bittern performed for us a short distance away, climbing up reed stems and surveying 
the area before flying across the reed bed in front of the hide, an excellent start to the 
day! At Mere Hide we were treated to several Hobbies hunting over the reed beds  

Weekend Trip Report cont’d 

giving good views and then there were the Bearded Tit - again they gave excellent close 
views as they made their characteristic "pinging" call. Unfortunately, though we saw no 
sign of otters. A wander around the whole site took all day with a break for lunch.  
 
Our other highlights were a pair of  Mediterranean gull and a very handsome summer  
plumaged Grey Plover.  The BBC Springwatch team were also on site filming for the 
show although none were spotted - we were too busy looking at the birds!  
Total 82 species on the day, producing a grand total of 102 species for the weekend. 


