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Indoor Meetings & Events 

Our forthcoming programme of indoor meetings, with guest speakers is: 

8th March   Steve Cale   Birding in the Mediterranean 
 
12th April  Jim Reynolds Seabirds as bio-indicators of marine health 
 

10th May  Paul Fuller   East Africa Safari (Birds and wildlife of  

      N. Tanzania) 

14th June  Katrina van Grouw A Very Fine Swan Indeed: Art, Science, and  

      The Unfeathered Bird 

 

Meetings start at 7.30pm (doors open from 7pm) finishing at approx. 9.30pm. 

Please attend early if you wish to book trips, speak to the Committee or order 

seed. 

Puffin by Roger Keightley Another year done and a new one underway. I 
hope that for those of you who keep year lists 
you are enjoying starting them all again!    
Ticking off species such as our winter visiting 
Geese, Swan, Thrushes etc and those elusive 
eruptive species such as Waxwing and    
Brambling as well as the wonderful mixed 
feeding parties of smaller birds that pass 
through our gardens this time of year.          
Remember to keep feeding the birds to help 
them through the colder nights so we can enjoy watching their newly fledged 
offspring later in the year. Finally, I can confirm that 20 bird box rings have 
now been fitted to our boxes at Rectory Farm. Also two further boxes that 
had previously been overlooked were discovered and I’m pleased to report 
both had been successful for Tree Sparrow. Happy Birding 2017!     
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The next edition of the Newsletter will be issued in May 2017. If you have a 
story for inclusion please send copy and photos to Marion at  

graham.turner@btinternet.com 

May Weekend Away  
Please note the balance of payment is required by the March indoor 

meeting at the latest. A deposit of £50.00 per person has already been 
paid so the balance is £140.00 per person - there is no single 

supplement  
Please either hand your cheques to Sue Walton or post to  

6 Peers Way, Huncote, Leics, LE9 3BT.   
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WORDSEARCH  
 

Can you find 24 species of birds in the following grid?  

Wordsearch Answers : Auk, Coot, Crake, Crow, Eagle, Goshawk, Great Tit, Jay,  
Kingfisher, Kittiwake, Owl, Red Kite, Redshank, Redwing, Rook, Shrike, Siskin, Snipe, 
Sparrow, Swan, Swift, Thrush, Treecreeper, Turnstone  

Whooper Swan by Graham Turner 
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Field Trips 2017 

Feb 11th  Holkham Gap, Norfolk  

 

The 2nd Earl of Leicester planted the distinctive belt of pine trees in the 19th century to 
help stabilise the dunes. So it’s time we reinforced the city connection & enjoyed a trip to 
the North Norfolk Coast. We hope to see plenty of Geese and Waders.    
Facilities: Toilets at nearby Wells. Cost £2.50   
 
Mar 11th  Doxey Marshes & Blithfield Res, Wootton Rd Staffs  
  
A first visit to this site close to Stafford Town Centre. Small lagoons, a good mix of shrub 
& hedgerows, and plenty of reed beds cater for many species of birds. Marsh Harriers 
visit regularly. In the afternoon we will take a walk through woodland along the shore of 
Blithfield Reservoir.  
Facilities: at a nearby Supermarket. Cost £2.50 
 
April  22nd  College Lakes & Ivinghoe Beacon, Bucks HP23 5QG 
 
This Bucks WLT Reserve has a good mix of habitat. Plenty of Waders and summer     
visitors at this time of year. If there is time we will also visit Ivinghoe Beacon. 
Facilities: Café. Cost £2.50 
 
May 13th   SLB Annual Bird Race, Rutland Water    
 
This trip will be free to all members so why not come along and join us.  Full information 
was sent with the August newsletter.  
 
May 19th-21st South West Wales Weekend Away  
 
There are still a couple of spaces available so please contact Jane Hibbert if interested. 
 
June 17th  RSPB Lakenheath Fen, Suffolk IP27 9AD 
 
This is a great site for Raptors, such as Hobbies, Marsh Harriers & Peregrines. There will 
be plenty of Warblers & we may also be lucky to see Bearded Tits and Common Crane 
bred here last year.  RSPB cards required 
Facilities. Toilets. Cost £2.50. 
 

 
All booking forms and payments to be returned to Sue Walton please. 

Sue Walton, 6 Peers Way, Huncote, Leicester LE9 3BT  

Trip Reports  

Pitsford Reservoir - 19th November 2016 - (GT) 
 
It was a cold, crisp sunny start for our local trip to Northamptonshire. There was a good 
turnout of members and we split into two groups – those who were prepared to tackle 
the full circuit of the Nature Reserve (appx seven miles) and those that weren’t! 
We found a fine selection of duck which included Pintail, Red-Crested Pochard and 
Goldeneye and waders included Black-Tailed Godwit, Redshank, Dunlin, Snipe and 
Common Sandpiper. There were at least three Great White Egrets present and we also 
found  a Yellow Legged Gull and a Slavonian Grebe.  
A total of 71 species for the day, which was an excellent number for an inland site.   
 
Watermead Park & Cossington Meadows - 17th December 2016 - (RK) 
 
On one of the shortest days of the year, we birdwatched for more hours than most of 
our other trips because it was so close to home. By the car park Goldcrest were our first 
tick in the trees and on the water we found Tufted Duck, Wigeon and Pochard. A male 
Goosander serenely swam around Birstall backwater and was later seen in flight with 
another one. There were good numbers of Lapwings which turned out to be the only 
wader. A Great Spotted Woodpecker flew overhead and a Green Woodpecker          
presented a perfect profile on the side of a tree whilst it searched out insects. 
It was mid-December but we had a picnic in the sunshine at lunchtime and then headed 
over to Cossington Meadows. Near the river, we found Stonechats and Reed Buntings. 
Five minutes after we located the Star Bird of the day, an unleashed dog disturbed it 
and the Little Egret. However, we were not too disappointed because we had a  
wonderful flypast from the Glossy Ibis. In the last half hour of daylight we hoped to see 
a Short-Eared Owl. We didn't get a show but were compensated with views of a Barn 
Owl which had ventured out of its hole ahead of the evening's hunt. Walking back to the 
cars, we were treated to a mini-murmuration of 500+ swirling Starlings. 
It was a treat to be out on this winter's day and we notched up 53 different species. 

Potteric Carr WLT -  14th January 2017 - (GT) 
 
A return visit to this Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve on a cold sunny day and there was 
a new visitor centre with cafe to explore. Feeders near the centre were productive with 
the highlight being a Marsh Tit. As we started on our circular walk we soon had good 
views of Bullfinch & Goldcrest in the trees although at this time of day the pools were 
not as productive as some areas of water were still frozen. 
During our lunch stop at Mitchell hide a Bittern was called as it flew low over the  

extensive reedbeds and we also added Marsh Harrier and a family of Stonechat.  The 

woodland provided good views of several small Redpoll flocks and more Bullfinch. We 

also had good views of several Sparrowhawk and Snipe, Chiffchaff, Treecreeper and 

Kingfisher were added to the list. A total of 55 species on the day. 


