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For further information on the South Leicester Birdwatchers,  
please contact Graham Turner on  01455 282854   

e-mail graham.turner@btinternet.com  

Indoor Meetings & Events 

Our forthcoming programme of indoor meetings, with guest speakers is: 

 
11th May   Chris Ward   Natural Born Predators  
 

8th June    Jeff Baker   Warbler I.D. Masterclass 

14th September  10th Anniversary Celebration  & Members Evening  
 
12th October AGM & Annual Photographic Competition   
 
9th November  Ian Rotherham    Ancient Woodlands 
 

Meetings start at 7.30pm (doors open from 7pm) finishing at approx. 9.30pm. 

Please attend early if you wish to book trips, speak to the Committee or order 

seed. 

The next edition of the Newsletter will be issued in Aug 2016. If you have a 
story for inclusion please send copy and photos to Marion at  

graham.turner@btinternet.com 

It’s that time of year again where everything 
happens at once or so it would seem. Resident 
birds are busy making their nests, we have  
already found two Robin, two Blackbird and a 
Blue Tit nest in the garden making a large area 
of it a “no go” zone whilst they are sitting. We 
can’t even have our oil delivered as a Blackbird 
has taken up residence on the tank! Summer 
visitors are arriving in good numbers and they 
will not be far behind getting to the business of 
raising their young. Whilst Blue and Great Tits are the most prolific users of bird 
boxes in domestic gardens, the RSPB has recorded over 60 species of birds known to 
have used nest boxes. So whilst it might be a little too late to put up a box in your gar-
den for this season it is well worth considering one for all the enjoyment it can bring. 

by Graham Turner 

 

A visit to Rutland Water March 23rd by Roger Keightley 

My Top Ten in reverse order 

10  Who would have thought that a Yankee rarity would be at the bottom of this list? 

Yes, it was a Lifer but it never moved it’s feet, and for 45 minutes it kept the bill tucked 

into its back apart from 3 nano-second glimpses and 1 occasion where it showed off 

it’s impressive bill for all of 2 seconds: The Long-billed Dowitcher. 

9  It was lovely to see bounding Hares and a nonchalant Muntjac mooching along in 

the middle of the day. 

8  Whilst walking alongside one of the new lagoons, I came across a sign: “This will be 

the location of Oystercatcher hide”. At that moment 4 Oystercatchers dropped on to the 

nearest island on the lagoon noisily announcing their presence! 

7  At Robin hide (where the feeders are across the pond), there were more Marsh Tits 

than Blue Titsl 

6  2 Great Crested Grebes dived down; eventually emerged with weeds in their beaks; 

avidly approached each other; regally rose up on their feet and poetically paddled on 

the water at the same time as waggling the weeds out of their bills. 

5  On Lagoon 3 where the Dowitcher was, there were 3 Pintails (2 male and 1 female). 

They were no more than 20 metres from the hide. Delicately dabbling with their tails 

pointing high. Delightful ducks. 

4  I had learnt that 3 Ospreys were back. Maya - the Manton Bay female was back 

early to stake her claim on her nest. Seeing her for the first time this year was a treat. 

3  The islands on Lagoon 4 are all numbered. Guess what perched on the post show-

ing No.1? A posing Peregrine female. She knows her place! Keeping low behind her 

was another super female - the Redhead Smew. 

2  At the start of the day, I had seen at close quarters, 40+ birds that were being 

ringed. It’s wonderful to see them in the hand: Blackbird, Robin, Dunnock, Great Tit, 

Blue Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Marsh Tit, Wren, Blackcap, 

Reed Bunting, Great Spotted Woodpecker and……. 

1  ……..a cracking Cetti’s Warbler which I was allowed to 

take in hand after it had been weighed and measured. I 

gently released my grasp. He flicked his wings and flew 

back into the bushes. A magic moment indeed. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photos+of+birds+collecting+nesting+material&view=detailv2&&id=E359D206A3006050DE08EAE40DC9D2E4FCEAA8F3&selectedIndex=0&ccid=mtcDuXzj&simid=607986938510969467&thid=OIP.M9ad703b97ce3550b48fe5b713f5ef651o0
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Field Trips 2016 

  
June 11th  Bempton Cliffs, Yorkshire 
Travelling by coach to this magnificent seabird colony, we will not know which way to look 
as there is so much activity at this time of year - Gannets, Auks etc. 
Facilities:  A new visitor centre opened Spring 2015 - light refreshments available.  
Toilets. RSPB cards required. Cost £25.00 
 
July/August   No meetings/trips   
 
Sep 17th   RSPB Frampton Marsh PE20 1AY  
These saltmarshes and freshwater pools by the Wash rarely disappoint us. There should 
be good numbers of passage waders, ducks and geese. 
Facilities: Toilets. RSPB cards required. Cost £2.50  
 
Oct 15th  Home Farm Laxton NN17 3AU & Fineshades Wood 
A guided walk around an avian-friendly farm in the morning. 94 species of birds have 
been recorded here to date. We will head off to nearby Fineshades Wood in the  
afternoon and hopefully see some of the Red Kites that roost overnight at the farm. 
Facilities: Toilets. Cost £5.00 
 
Nov 19th   ** Pitsford Reservoir NN6 9SJ 
On the northern side of the causeway there are 7 hides dotted around the wooded shal-
low end of the reservoir. There should be large numbers of waterfowl and divers, waders 
No facilities. Cost £5.00 
 
Dec 17th  Watermead Park & Cossington Meadows LE7 1AD  
The development of the Soar Valley continues to grow and improve nature conservation. 
Our avian population benefits from the changes and as a consequence we should be 
able to see more species of birds 
Facilities. Toilets. Cost £2.50   
 
** Date may be subject to change dependant upon the RSPB Xmas Fair date (when 

we know which date they have decided on). Refunds will be given to those who 
have booked prior to date change, if unavailable for revised date.    

 
All booking forms and payments to be returned to Sue Walton please. 

Sue Walton, 6 Peers Way, Huncote, Leicester LE9 3BT  

Blacktoft Sands RSPB – 13th February 2016 (GT) 
It was a cold day for our trip to this RSPB site on the Humber Estuary and the easterly 
wind persisted for much of the day, though we did have a few glimpses of winter sun.  
The visit started well with views of good numbers of Tree Sparrow around the car park 
and feeding station. The Visitor Centre had a wood-burning stove and we lingered long 
enough to feel the benefit before setting off in two groups to explore the site and view the 
pools from the six other hides. The Marsh Harriers were out in force with up to six males 
& females showing well including a female perched conveniently on a fence post for a 
number of minutes. Although distant, Curlew numbers were estimated at 150 but the 
Snipe offered close views with separate counts of 15+ from two of the hides. Kestrel and 
Sparrowhawk were around the reserve and a pair of Stonechat were seen, a Cetti's  
Warbler heard and there was a lone female Goldeneye amongst the many Wigeon, and 
Teal. A total of 55 species for the day.   

 
Thetford Area  & Nunnery Lakes - 12th March 2016 (GT) 
It was a foggy journey to our first stop of the day, a small side road south of Swaffham, to 
look for displaying Goshawk. Skylarks were singing whilst we waited but unfortunately 
the cloud never lifted and the gloom kept the display to one brief flight view by a lucky 
few. Undeterred we moved on to Lynford Arboretum in search of Hawfinch. This time we 
were rewarded with all the group having some excellent views of probably four individual 
birds. After lunch we visited the BTO site at Nunnery Lakes south of Thetford. Here we 
had the services of Nick Moran from the BTO who showed us around the site - alongside 
the Little Ouse River and lakes. We started with Grey Wagtail from the car park and as 
we reached the far point of our walk a Chiffchaff was happily singing from a nearby tree - 
the first of the year for most of the group and a sign spring is here despite the cold 
weather. Our final stop off on our route home was Nene Washes near Peterborough 
hoping for hunting owls but the whole area was flooded so instead we saw plenty of 
gulls, ducks a couple of Marsh Harriers over the few dry areas remaining and a large 
murmuration of Starling swirling overhead before heading off to roost! A total of 67  
species on the day. 

 
Goyt Valley - 16th April 2016 (GT) 
As we drove towards the Derbyshire Peak District to the Goyt Valley the hills were  
covered with a dusting of snow and the temperature was in the low single figures! Not 
the warm spring day we had envisaged but nonetheless we wrapped up well and set out 
from the top car park. As we walked alongside the reservoir and stream we were soon 
hearing our first summer migrant – a Willow Warbler. As we wandered along we found at 
least six individuals but no sign of any Hirundines nor the sought after Wood  Warbler or 
Redstart. We did find a pair of Common Sandpipers and a Grey Wagtail and two Dipper 
along the stream gathering nesting materials, After lunch we set out over the moorland in 
search of Red Grouse and before we had ventured far we were hearing and seeing 
plenty and at relatively close quarters – including individuals displaying. We had heard 
there were Ring Ouzel in an old disused quarry very nearby so decided to see what we  

Trip Reports  Trip Reports cont’d  

could find there. Whilst we found several splendid looking Wheatear as soon as we  
arrived at the lay-by overlooking the quarry the Ring Ouzel remained elusive. After a lot of 
scanning and as we were just about to set off for home Jane W found a splendid male 
Ring Ouzel not that far away and with the sunlight showing off its white crescent very well. 
A total of 48 species on the day including a couple of  very nice highlights. 


