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Indoor Meetings & Events 

Our forthcoming programme of indoor meetings, with guest speakers is: 

 

14th December  Andy Smith  Bird ringing and its role in conservation  

11th January Gianpiero Ferrari Western Australia - Darwin to Perth 

8th February Jonathan Forgham  Bird Reserves of Kent 

8th March   Steve Cale   Birding in the Mediterranean 

Meetings start at 7.30pm (doors open from 7pm) finishing at approx. 9.30pm. 

Please attend early if you wish to book trips, speak to the Committee or order 

seed. 

Puffin by Roger Keightley Well here we are entering into our 11th year as a Club and I think I can say 
everyone enjoyed the celebratory members evening we held in September. 
The Committee would like to thank the members for renewing their subs for 
another year and for the kind comments given 
at the Annual General Meeting.  
As part of the 10th Anniversary celebrations 6  
members of the group recently put up 22 nest 
boxes in the grounds of the Attenborough  
Arboretum off Knighton Road, Leicester (14 tit 
boxes and 8 open fronted robin type boxes). A 
mix of trees and height of box were used and 
monitoring of the success or otherwise of the 
various locations will be undertaken following 
next years breeding season. Thanks to everyone involved with this project. 
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The next edition of the Newsletter will be issued in Feb 2017. If you have a 
story for inclusion please send copy and photos to Marion at  

graham.turner@btinternet.com 

 Dave Johnson with his photo of a  
Treecreeper.     

m Turner 

2016 - Annual Photographic Competition     

Once again we had a good number of entries for the Competition and below 
are the winners and runners up for each category.  

 
Bird Category  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
British Wildlife, Flora and Fauna category 
 

Winner 
 

Jan Thompson with her photo of a female  
Broad Bodied Chaser  

 
 

Thanks to everyone who entered and if you didn’t win this year there is always 
next year. Keep clicking those cameras! 

Runner up   
 

Janet Pawley with her photo of a Marbled 
White Butterfly  

Winner 
 
 

Runner up   
 

Phil Beet with his photo of a Kingfisher.   

http://southleicesterbirdwatchers.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/DSCN5799.jpg
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Field Trips 2016 

 Nov 19th   ** Pitsford Reservoir NN6 9SJ 
On the northern side of the causeway there are 7 hides dotted around the wooded shal-
low end of the reservoir. There should be large numbers of waterfowl and divers, waders 
No facilities. Cost £5.00 
 
Dec 17th  Watermead Park & Cossington Meadows LE7 1AD  
The development of the Soar Valley continues to grow and improve nature conservation. 
Our avian population benefits from the changes and as a consequence we should be 
able to see more species of birds with Short-eared Owl a strong possibility.  
Facilities. Toilets. Cost £2.50   
 
Jan 14th   Potteric Carr WLT, Yorkshire, DN4 8DB  
We have visited this WLT reserve at various times of the year & never been  
disappointed. Always a good chance of seeing the elusive Bittern. New Visitor Centre 
opens Dec 2016 & a hot meal at lunch time can be booked.  
Facilities: Café & toilets. Cost £6.50 or £2.50 for WLT members - cards will be req’d   
 
Feb 11th  Holkham Gap, Norfolk  
The 2nd Earl of Leicester planted the distinctive belt of pine trees in the 19th century to 
help stabilise the dunes. So it’s time we reinforced the city connection & enjoyed a trip to 
the North Norfolk Coast. We hope to see plenty of Geese and Waders    
Facilities: Toilets at nearby Wells. Cost £2.50   
 
Mar 11th  Doxey Marshes & Blythfield Res, Wootton Rd Staffs   
A first visit to this site close to Stafford Town Centre . Small lagoons, a good mix of shrub 
& hedgerows, and plenty of reed beds cater for many species of birds. Marsh Harriers 
visit regularly. In the afternoon we will take a walk through woodland along the shore of 
Blythfield Reservoir.  
Facilities: at a nearby Supermarket. Cost £2.50 
 
April  22nd  College Lakes & Ivinghoe Beacon, Bucks HP23 5QG 
This Bucks WLT Reserve has a good mix of habitat. Plenty of Waders and summer visi-
tors at this time of year. If there is time we will also visit Ivinghoe Beacon    
Facilities: Café. Cost £2.50 
 
 
** Date may be subject to change dependant upon the RSPB Xmas Fair date (when 

we know which date they have decided on). Refunds will be given to those who 
have booked prior to date change, if unavailable for revised date.    

 
All booking forms and payments to be returned to Sue Walton please. 

Sue Walton, 6 Peers Way, Huncote, Leicester LE9 3BT  

Trip Reports  

Frampton Marsh RSPB 17th September 2016 - (RK) 
 
The day started well with a Sparrowhawk over the Blaby car park. Then there were 

Buzzards, a Red Kite and Kestrels on the journey to Lincolnshire. The reserve had 

been gifted a large supply of sunflower seeds which had been planted out alongside the 

main reserve path. So as well as generating a source of food for lots of Greenfinches, 

Goldfinches and Linnets would have looked a magnificent sight in August when they’d 

have been in full bloom. There were Black-Tailed Godwits, some of whom still retained 

their pinkish breeding plumage, frantically feeding in readiness for migration (as were 

Swallows and House Martins.) We were then treated to the appearance of 10 Curlew 

Sandpipers which moved closer and closer to our hide. The cameras were kept busy 

but nowhere near so as when the 1 Little Stint skipped along the shoreline of an island 

close to East Hide. This is a delightful tiny wader which we don't see often enough. We 

also had Pied and Yellow Wagtails side by side. From the top of the embankment look-

ing out to the Wash, Wheatear were seen singularly and Marsh Harriers showed well 

on 3 occasions. Greenshank and Green Sandpiper made brief appearances.  

A total of 61 species on the day. 

 
Home Farm & Fineshades 15th October 2016 - (DJ) 
 
An overcast but mild morning greeted us on our short journey to Home Farm, Laxton 

where we were greeted by Dave & Elizabeth Simpson who manage the farm in a  

wildlife-friendly way. Being situated so close to Wakerley and Fineshades woods, Red 

Kite were all but guaranteed, and we had many fine views of them drifting over as well 

as several Buzzard. Unlike so many others the farm retains its hedgerows and field 

margins from the 1920s, with 3 hectares used to grow bird-friendly seed crops. This 

allowed us to enjoy what used to be commonplace sights that nowadays are sadly 

much diminished. Specially noteworthy were 80+ Linnets on telephone wires as well as 

small groups of Sparrow and Sky Lark with the added bonus of a large flock of Fieldfare 

with a few Redwing amongst them. There was also a Sparrowhawk on the prowl for a 

late breakfast.  

After a lunch break we moved on, first to Wakerley woods, but as this was  

disappointingly unproductive, we tried our luck at Eyebrook reservoir. Not only did the 

sun come out, but so did the birds! Large flocks of all the expected winter ducks were 

present, Wigeon, Teal, Gadwall, Pintail, etc. Good numbers of Lapwing were  

accompanied by a solitary Golden Plover and Common Sandpiper.   

Our species count for the day rapidly moved upwards with a final tally of 56. 


