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Indoor Meetings & Events 

Our forthcoming programme of indoor meetings, with guest speakers is: 

 

14th June  Katrina van Grouw  A Very Fine Swan Indeed: Art, Science, 

       & The Unfeathered Bird 

13th September Prof Graham Martin Birds’ Eye Views 
 
11th October AGM & Annual Photographic Competition   
 

8th November Danny Green  Long Journey North 

Meetings start at 7.30pm (doors open from 7pm) finishing at approx. 9.30pm. 

Please attend early if you wish to book trips, speak to the Committee or order 

seed. 

Puffin by Roger Keightley It may just be me but April seemed to have 
been a good month  weather wise although as I 
write this it is now raining! Hopefully, this recent 
spell of settled  weather has helped our breed-
ing birds with nesting and the feeding of their   
fledglings. We have been clearing an area of 
the garden and have had to be very careful not 
to tread on the Robins and Blackbirds who 
have been busy feasting on the insects and 
grubs disturbed in the newly dug soil. Also the 
Wood Pigeon and the Collared Dove especially seem to enjoy the grass seed 
we have sown despite it being labelled as coated with a bird deterrent - no  
worries though we can always buy some turf later in the year!  This season   
doesn’t seem to last long so get out there and enjoy your birds!  
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The next edition of the Newsletter will be issued in Aug 2017. If you have a 
story for inclusion please send copy and photos to Marion at  

graham.turner@btinternet.com 

An anonymous rhyme discovered in a Countryside magazine 
 

Of all the birds in Britain, which are hard to tell apart 
The Marsh Tit and the Willow Tit will surely break your heart.  

Their plumages are so alike, the only certain way  
Is to tell them by their voices, or so my bird books say. 

 

Only the Marsh Tit goes “pitchu”, this is his special call. 
So if you hear a “pitchu”, it’s not a Willow Tit at all.  

But if you hear a “chay chay chay”, then you can bet a pound,  
That you have heard a Willow Tit, for they do make this sound.  

 

So off I go to bird watch, armed with this information,  
When there amongst the wetland trees, to my great jubilation,  
A small grey tit with a black head, appears quite close to me,  

And so I went to listen to find out which is he.  
 

Now you may or not believe what happened to me next,  
But if you do you’ll understand why I am so perplexed. 

I’ll take my bird books one by one and throw them far away. 
For the blessed bird went “pitchu” and then went “chay chay chay  
 

 
Willow Tit  

Has a dull cap. Bigger  
headed and appears a more 

robust bird, showing pale 
panel in the wing  

compared to a Marsh Tit   

Marsh Tit  
Has a glossy black cap, but 
shorter and smaller head. 

One call (pitchu) is diagnostic 
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Field Trips 2017 

SLB Annual Bird Race, Rutland Water    
 
This trip will be free to all members so why not come along and join us.  Full information 
was sent with the August newsletter.  
 
May 19th-21st South West Wales Weekend Away  
 
June 17th  RSPB Lakenheath Fen, Suffolk IP27 9AD 
 
This is a great site for Raptors, such as Hobbies, Marsh Harriers & Peregrines. There will 
be plenty of Warblers & we may also be lucky to see Bearded Tits and Common Crane 
bred here last year.  RSPB cards required 
Facilities. Toilets. Cost £2.50. 
 
Sep 16th   Sculthorpe Moor NR, Norfolk NR21 9GN  
 
A Hawk and Owl Trust site that has been developed since the club’s last visit in 2009. 
Boardwalks will make for easy perambulating and there are 5 hides in all. A new aerial 
walkway climbs to a platform 4 metres above the site, giving spectacular elevated views 
over the fen and reed bed. They have Tawny and Barn Owls here and we should still see 
summer visitors enjoying their last few days in this country. Time permitting, we will stop 
off at Eldernell Lane, Whittlesey on the way home for more owls! 
Facilities: Toilets. Coffee machine only. Cost £6.50    
 
Oct 14th   Amwell NR & RSPB Rye Meads, Herts,SG12 9SS/SG12 8JS 
 
Two reserves close to each other in Herts. Amwell was formerly gravel pits but is now a 
SSSI, with 3 hides overlooking the reserve for us to view waterfowl and tardy migrants.  
Rye Meads has reed beds so we should see a wide range of birds on the day.  
Facilities: None at Amwell. Toilets and Coffee machine at Rye Meads. Cost £2.50  
 
Nov 18th   RSPB Langford Lowfields, Notts NG23 7QL 
A week later than the usual Saturday  
 
As this quarry becomes worked out more of it is being handed over to the RSPB for fur-
ther development.  However, this reserve is already a pleasant site to visit with lagoons 
and reed bed areas which have attracted Bitterns, Bearded Tits and Water Rail. A pon-
toon walkway forms part of the circular path. We may also visit a Notts Wildlife Trust site 
at Besthorpe for wintering ducks and geese and/or Spalford Warren which is a heathland 
reserve close by.  
Facilities: None, but Cafes in the vicinity. Cost £2.50. 

All booking forms and payments to be returned to Sue Walton please. 

Sue Walton, 6 Peers Way, Huncote, Leicester LE9 3BT.  

Trip Reports  

Holkham Gap -  11th February 2017 - (GT) 
 
There was a bitterly cold easterly wind with sleet and rain showers as we headed  
towards Holkham Gap in north Norfolk and the sky was destined to remain grey all day 
long. Thankfully though the showers stayed away while we were at the site and almost 
our first sighting was a Barn Owl out hunting – presumably having had little overnight 
success. We first walked east along the beach in search of a reported flock of Shore 
Lark. We soon found large flocks of Linnet and Meadow Pipit feeding in the low  
vegetation but not our target species. We headed towards the dunes for some sea 
watching and had good views of a group of Bar-tailed Godwit and three distant  
Red-breasted Merganser. After lunch we headed west along the footpath overlooking 
Holkham freshmarsh where from the Washington Hide there were at least four Marsh 
Harrier as well as a Great White Egret. Pink-footed, Brent & White-fronted geese were 
also seen. Then we headed along the boardwalk towards the sea and we were soon in 
the dunes and there on the beach were thirty  Shore Lark – all feeding and showing 
exceptionally well. Total species on a cold day was 66.          
 

Doxey Marshes & Blithfield Res -  11th March 2017 - (GT) 
 
Today we visited two new sites for the club starting at Doxey Marshes on the outskirts 
of the town of Stafford. This is quite an extensive area of flooded meadows, lakes, 
grassland and reedbed and two hides with the river Sow running through the site.  
Despite the M6 and mainline railways in the background there was a good mix of 
birdlife although we were a little too early for any summer migrants just yet. Highlights 
were Goosander, Buzzard, Sparrowhawk and Redshank and brief sighting of the vocal 
resident Cettis Warbler. After lunch we headed to Blithfield Reservoir and a walk 
through the wooded areas overlooking the water – sightings included Goldcrest,  
Nuthatch, Treecreeper and a good assortment of duck on the water. Total of 61 species 
for the day. 
 

College Lakes & Ivinghoe Beacon 22nd April 2017 - (GT) 
 
To avoid Easter our April trip was a week later than normal but it did mean a number of 
summer migrants were settling in at the College Lakes Nature Reserve in  
Buckinghamshire. We soon spotted a Little Ringed Plover from the visitor’s centre and 
later the pair on the scrapes as well as a pair of Common Tern on one of the islands. 
Swallows were passing through and as we explored the site via the circular walk the 
bushes held Blackcap, Willow Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Chiffchaff and in the reeds 
Reed Warblers were singing. Overhead Lapwing were busy seeing off Corvid intruders 
and Red Kite and Buzzards added to the mix of birds. After lunch we headed to nearby 
Ivinghoe Beacon and walked to the top for fine views of the surrounding countryside. 
We were about a week too late for Ring Ouzel but we did have good views of Garden 
Warbler, Common Whitethroat, Yellowhammer and fine close views of displaying Red 
Kite along the ridge of the hill. Total of 59 species for the day. 
 


